Head and neck hemangiopericytomas: diagnostic contradictions.
To identify misdiagnostic points of hemangiopericytomas (HPs) of the head and neck. We reviewed our clinical records from 2000 to 2007 retrospectively and identified 5 patients with HP of the head and neck. The records of each patient with head and neck HP were evaluated for age, sex, location of primary, clinical course, treatment, and tumor embolization (if performed). Pathologic slides of all patients were reviewed to identify histologic features and correlation with the clinical course and outcome for each lesion. Five patients with HP that arose from head and neck sites were identified. Five patients included 3 women and 2 men aged 9 to 52 years, with an average of 33.2 years. Each lesion of the patients derived from different parts of the head and neck. The most common complaints were painless mass (3 of 5) and nasal airway obstruction (3 of 5). Magnetic resonance imaging of the 3 patients reflected hyperintense on T2-weighted imaging and hypointense on T1-weighted imaging with diffuse enhancement after intravenous administration of gadolinium. Angiography was performed to all these 3 patients, and only 1 patient with cranial HP involvement did not show significant vascularity. Two patients had preoperative histopathologic results. All patients were operated on with appropriate approach. Pathologic slides of all patients were investigated and graded according to the tumor diameter, cellularity, mitotic rate, and necrosis. Differential diagnosis of clinical features and radiologic and pathologic aspects must be managed more carefully. Diagnostic way of these tumors has different pitfalls for the clinician.